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30th Commemoration of Gwangju Uprising

2010 Gwangju Asia Forum

STOP KILLING AND UPHOLD PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS
FOR DEMOCRACY IN THAILAND

(21 May 2010, Gwangju) We, the participants of 2010 Gwangju Asia Forum, are human rights defenders including activists, journalists, academics and students across Asia and gathering to commemorate the courageous people of Gwangju who rose against the military dictatorship in 1980. We are here to honour this democratic spirit with the Korean and internationally distinguished representatives at this very special event. 
We are deeply concerned about the current crackdown in Thailand by the security troops on the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) protesters. This has led to a high death toll of civilians, arson at various spots in Bangkok and widespread unrest following the surrender of the UDD leaders to the police. As a result, the government of Thailand is imposing curfew in Bangkok and up to 20 other provinces, the first time in 18 years. 
We, the participants of 2010 Gwangju Asia Forum, strongly condemn the brute force used by the Thai security force against civilian protesters. The violence must stop immediately. We call on both sides to return to negotiation in order to find a peaceful solution to the current deepening crisis. Peaceful negotiation is the only way out if Thailand were to return to democracy. 
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Background
The protest of UDD has been calling for the dissolution of parliament and an early election. On 10 April, the Thai security force conducted ‘Panfa Operation’ as a counter move against the protesters which resulted in 25 deaths (18 civilians, 6 soldiers and one foreign journalist) and more than 800 injured. After five weeks, on 13 May, another operation called ‘Rajaprasong Operation’ took place. Since then, death tolls rose drastically. From 13 May to 18 May, it is reported that 38 civilians including women, children, journalist and rescue worker were killed around Rajaprasong areas by high velocity gunshots wounds. On 19 May, another six people, five protesters and one Italian journalist, were killed by gunshots. No ceasefire from the military is in sight.
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