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Model 1 (A) 
One language (English) 

 

SECTION I: 
Contact details of (main) NGO: 

NGO Name: People's Solidarity for Participatory Democracy 
Name of main contact person: _Eunha Cha__ 
Phone number: _+82-2-723-4250 _ 
E-mail: _pspdint@pspd.org_ 
 
SECTION II:  
Language(s): ENGLISH ONLY 
 
SECTION III:  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
Thirteenth Session 
Agenda item 4 

 
Human rights situations that require the Council’s attention  

 
SECTION IV: 

 
Written statement submitted by People's Solidarity for Participatory Democracy 

(PSPD), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status 
 
 
SECTION V: 
Title: Political Surveillance and Misfeasance of the National Intelligence Service of the 
Republic of Korea 
 
SECTION VI: 
Text:  

 

Since Lee Myung Bak’s inauguration, the abuse of authority and power has become a 
critical issue creating serious anxiety. During the military dictatorship regime, the 
national intelligence agency worked in politically driven activities, not for national 
security, functioning as protecting the regime and oppressing human rights. The past 
nightmare has been resumed in Lee Myung Bak’s administration. 
 
The National Intelligence Service Law stipulates NIS’s responsibilities to collect 
information internationally and domestically and its scope of intelligence is specified. In 
particular, domestic intelligence is limited to security intelligences such as anti-
communist, anti-subversion of the government, counterespionage, anti-terrorism and 
international criminal organization, and limited to investigate violations of national 
security law and rebellion cases. 
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In case of misfeasance, the law would convict up to seven years in prison and suspension 
up to seven years, which is severer than one based on criminal laws. This is a reflection 
of the public consensus which never allows NIS to collect information on domestic 
politics. 
 
Nevertheless, NIS under the Lee Myung Bak administration has been doing domestic 
intelligences, exceeding the scope of its job responsibilities specified by the law. The 
chief of NIS, Won Se Hoon, made an official statement during his appointment hearing at 
the National Assembly that politically driven intelligence is inevitable. Despite disputes 
on his statement on the matter of legality, President Lee Myung Bak insisted the 
appointment, and such illegal political intelligence activities have been overtly conducted. 
Some of the examples of NIS' violation on the call of duty and of misfeasance are as 
follows:  
 

▣ Intelligence & Pressure on the Judiciary Body  
 
○ Make an influence on the Department of Justice in charge of the President Lee 
Myung Bak’s Case 
NIS attempted to exercise its influence on the President Lee Myung Bak's civil lawsuit 
against one of the critical newspaper. On July 4, 2008, the Seoul Central District Court 
revealed that NIS made a phone call to Judge Kim Geun Tae, chief judge of the case 
regarding the status of the trial. Seoul Central District Court criticized that "the action of 
the NIS's staff to call to a judge inquiring the status of the trial would break the public 
trust and fairness of the trial.  
 
○  Intelligence Collection in Regards to the Labor Department's Parliamentary 
Inspection of the Administration 
According to the document 'the preparation of the 2008 parliamentary inspection of the 
administration and detailed schedule' written by the Busan Regional Ministry of Labor on 
October 14, 2008, the team of the organization briefed that they would be inspected. 
They were also ordered to report the inspection's result to a NIS coordinator within 2 
hours after the inspection and email it to the person in charge at the National Police 
Agency. In the reports they were required to explain main agendas, special matters, 
questions and answers about inspection, and also about meetings and demonstrations 
taken place around the National Assembly audit. The intelligence clearly gathered more 
than scope of its duty. 
 
▣ Illegal Intelligence and Interference on the NGO Sector 
 

○ Demand Enterprises to Provide History of Financial Support for NGOs 
According to media reportsi, NIS requested POSCO, one of the top enterprises to provide 
history of its financial support for NGOs past three years. This is obvious that NIS 
attempted to exert its influence on private enterprises not to provide support and fund for 
NGOs that kept critical stance on the Lee Myung Bak government. 
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○ NIS's Intelligence on Lawyer Park Won Soon, the Hope Institute and Beautiful Store 
Park Won Soon, who is the executive director of the Hope Institute, civil activist as well 
as lawyer, revealed that the agreement between the Hope Institute, a civil participatory 
think tank, and Hana Bank to launch a project for microcredit, providing loans for 
commencement of s small shop because of NIS interference. He also revealed that NIS 
required specific questions in regards to Park Won Soon's wages and his role to the 
Beautiful Foundations where he was listed as a director and other enterprises where he 
was listed non-executive director. Besides, NIS inquired the universities, banks, and 
lifetime learning centers the reasons for cooperating and funding with the Beautiful Store 
which Mr. Park was involved so as to make an influence on them not to work together 
and cancel projects and events with him. The Beautiful Store is a charitable organization 
with an environment friendly atmosphere. 
 

▣ Intelligence on Political Dissidents on Government Projects and Exert Influence 
on Regional Public Opinion 
 

○ Investigation on Professors' Meeting against the ‘Grand Canal’ Government Project 
‘The Professors' Meeting against Grand Canal Project’ on March 30, 2008, made a public 
statement that NIS and the police made extensive intelligence on its activities and 
political inclination of its members. For example, NIS staff called a professor who was in 
charge of Mokwon University and notified him about his plan to visit and discuss the 
contents of the Meeting.  
 
○ Surveillance on the Groups against ‘4 Main River Revamping Government Project’ 
According to media reportsii, after a group of local people against ‘4 Main River 
Revamping Project’ decided to visit the government office to express their objection, a 
NIS staff contacted to them telling that "you don't need to visit the government since 
secretariats from the Presidential Office are visiting the town soon.” This indicates that 
NIS kept watching out social groups with a critical stance on government policies, and 
already had figured out the group’s plan to visit and attempted to prevent it. 
 

○ Appeasing People to Support the Revision of the Sejong New Administrative City 
Bill 
According to media reportsiii, a staff from NIS met significant local figures including the 
head of a township, union president of Nonghyup and Im Jang Cheol, a Yeongi-gun 
provincial congressperson asking support for the revised bill of Sejong new 
administrative city. The Lee government has revised the function of Sejong city from 
administration to mix of economic zone and R&D and local people is object to such 
change. 
 

▣ Infringement of the Freedom of Opinion and Expression 
 

○ Pressure Gwangju City to remove the art work satirizing 4 Main River Revamping 
Government Project’ 
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On December 3, 2009, a staff from the Gwangju Branch Office of NIS phoned the 
Culture and Art and the Cultural Centre of Gwangju City as the President Lee was about 
to visit Gwanju City. And he inquired the Gwanju City’s opinion and stance on the art 
piece ‘Republic of Spade Work' which satirized the president in an exhibition for 
commemorate May 18th Democratization Movement. In response, Gwangju City 
requested the exhibition hosting organization to remove that art work, arguing the art 
work was not consistent with the purpose of the exhibition and was likely to violate the 
public order. As the exhibition hosting organization did not follow its order, Gwanju City 
shut down the exhibition hall. While Gwangju City faced serious denouncement, it 
reopened the exhibition hall after the day after the President Lee’s visit to Gwanju City. 
This was an apparent infringement of the freedom of opinion and expression, which is 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 
 

○ Interference in the Buddhist Temple Event 
According to media reports, a NIS staff in charge of Jogyesa(the largest Buddhist temple 
for Jogye Order) contacted Johyesa on the morning of 28 in January, saying that “anti-
governmental political event was going to be held at Jogyesa, and it would hurt the 
reputation of the Jogye Order while the executive chief of the Jogye was about to visit 
North Korea”, which requires state permission. As a result, the event which was 
permitted in advance became cancelled. The event was a charity fund-raising for the 
needy, including performances for 'opposing medical privatization,' 'objecting to 
privatization of public sector', 'stopping the Four River Revamping Project', and 'rejecting 
the KBS subscription fee.’ 
 
Recommendations and Conclusion 

As you have seen, NIS has breached its scope of duty and abused authority and power. 
Especially since Lee Myung Bak’s administration came to power and Won Sae Hoon 
took his office as the President of NIS, NIS has explicitly abused its authority for 
collecting domestic political information and putting pressure on various social groups.  
 
We, PSPD ask the UN Human Rights Council to make a strong urge and 
recommendation on ROK government to immediately refrain NIS from illegal collection 
of information, interference on the judiciary body, the media, NGO activities and 
domestic politics, and violation of the freedom of opinion and expression of people, 
especially those who are critical to government policies. 
 
                                                   
i OhmyNews reports (Online Media, October 9, 2008)  
ii Weekly Kyunghyang reports (Magazine, May 21, 2009)  
iii Kyunghyang reports (Newspaper, January 4, 2010)  

 


