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Solidarity Rally
for Indonesian Democracy

Declaration

The Second Kwangju Incident—-Jakarta! Democracy Reawakened!

This year marks the 18th anniversary of the Kwangju mass uprising as well as
the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations World Human Rights
Charter. Today, however, the sad and brutal history of citizens versus the guns of
dictatorship and terror are being relived in Indonesia.

.. Even as the Asian continent commemorates the 50th anniversary of the
United Nations World Human Rights Charter today, in Indonesia there is no human
rights. Perhaps more than any other people, the Korean people vividly remember
through their similar historical experiences the deep and gruesome scars of an all too
familiar past. Therefore, we the Korean human rights and democracy movement
oppose the murderous and violent Suharto regime. In addition, we hope that the
Indonesian people's desires for a peaceful transition to democrétic self-governance is
realized and we support and are in solidarity with their struggle against the
dictatorship of the Suharto regime.

Today in Indonesia, there is rampant bloodshed simply because the people

are opposed to the regime. It is a terrifying situation where it is unknown how many
more people must lose their lives. At present, Suharto continues to violently oppress
students and people who are demanding reform and democracy.
We believe that Indonesia’s current crisis stems from: 32 year-old dictatorship,
political-economic collusion and cronyism, and systematic government corruption.
Suharto must recognize that the prime reasons for the crisis are government
corruption and lack of productivity and dictatorial politics, and take full responsibility
and step down from power.

The Suharto regime, however, is being blind to reality. This can only be



interpreted to mean that the Indonesian government is antidemocratic and insincere.
To quell the people’s anger at the oppressive dictatorship, the government is blaming
the national crisis on its people and particularly Chinese-Indonesians, in effect dividing
the citizenry and bringing about ethnic tensions and viclence. We expose this cynical
political scheme to the entire world. The end of the Suhart regime is the desire of
the Indonesian people, as well as all peaceloving and democracy-seeking peoples.

In Korea, this year marks the 18th anniversary of the Kwangju mass uprising.
As in Kwangju 18 years ago, when people forces resisting martial law forces were
dragged like animals with hands tied behind their backs, the Indonesian masses are
dying in the same way. Just as world democratic public opinion lent support and
solidarity with the mass struggle against the Kwangju massacre in 1980, today we
give our solidarity with the Indonesian people’s continuing struggle until the end. And
we warn. If those segments of the military which together with Suharto for the last
32 years has suppressed the people’s aspirations for freedom and democracy, seeks
to utilize the political chaos to plot a dictatorial conspiracy yet again, stop immediately!

We sincerely hope that the struggle in Indonesia will lead to a transition to
people’s rule and genuine democracy. Together with Indonesian democracy, we also
advocate the independence of the illegally annexed sovereign nation of East Timaor.

In addition, we demand that Suharto and his relevant associates be punished
accordingly for past human rights violations and the deaths incurred by the Indonesian
government on the East Timorese people.

Considering that only the end of the dictatorship and democratic reform
completely independent from military involvement will rescue Indonesia from the
current political crisis and economic collapse, we strongly appeal to the democratic
people of the world that we will support and back the indonesian people who are
risking their lives and fighting the violence of the dictatorial regime.

We call for the following conditions.
1. Suharto guarantees the right to peaceful demonstrations, and end violent oppression.

1. Suharto fully accept the Indonesian peoples’ desire for genuine democracy.



1. Suharto take full responsibility for the cause of the Indonesian situation, and resign
immediately.

1. The world community must observe and systematically deal with human rights
violations in Indonesia.

1. The Korean government immediately cease all Official Development Aid (ODA) for eco
-nomic investment and cooperation with the Suharto dictatorial regime.

1. Korean companies immediately cease all transactions and ventures with the Suharto
clan.

1. Guarantee the independence of East Timor.

May 18, 1998

» Association for Foreign Workers' Human Rights

» Association for Open Community

» Buddhist Academy for Ecological Awakening

» Catholic Human Rights Commitiee

» Citizens' Coalition for Economic Justice

» Green Korea

» Institute for Workers' Human Rights and Justice

» International Politics and Economy Center of Korea (IPECK)
» Joint Committee of Migrant Workers in Korea(JCMK)
»Korea Women's Associations United (KWAU)

P Korea East Timor Solidarity

» Korea Womnen's Hotline- (KWHL)

b Korean Action Network for International Solidarity

» Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU)

» Korean International Network (KIN)

» Lawyers for a Democratic Society

» Minkahyup Human Rights Group

b National Alliance for Democracy and Reunification of Korea (NADUK)
» Nationat Council of Churches in Korea

» People’s Solidarity for Participatory(PSPD)

> SARANGBANG Center for Human rights

» Social Information Networking Group (SING)
»Women's Community Action Center

» Association of Progressive Students for 21 Century





