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Korean citizens have suffered from severe retrogression of civil liberties

as well as economic, social and cultural rights for the past 5 years.

In the year of 2008, massive protests opposing Lee Myong Bak
administration's unilateral decision on US beef import has been held
for three months continuously. During those period, the right of
assembly of Korean citizens was disregarded. As you may know,
numerous protesters were arrested and jailed. And I was also one of

them.

In the year of 2009, tragic incidents have occurred in rows. In the
beginning of the year, five people and a SWAT policeman tragically
lost their lives due to the collision between public governmental power
that enforced urban redevelopment plan and residential right of the
forcefully relocated residents seeking to preserve their living
foundation. In summer Ssangyong Motors' Union workers on a strike
were under inhumane treatment given no drinking water, no food, no
electricity, and no medical supplies. Furthermore, riot police shot taser
gun at workers. In Jeju island, the Lee government indiscriminately
arrested and jailed residents and activists opposing Naval Base
construction. No assembly was approved, and National Security Law

became well—known rage again.

Under such social atmosphere, cases like above repeatedly happened
during five years of Lee administration. Therefore, the most pressing
mission for the 19th general election(2012.4) candidates from
liberal—progressive side was restoration and promotion of retrogressed
civil liberties and economic/social/cultural rights. It was mission for

civil society as well as politics. And a majority of citizens also



demanded that it should be realized through the election.

Accordingly, a great number candidates pledged to restore and
promote those rights through universal welfare, reduction of
discrimination against non—regular workers, protection of union
activities, free education, free childcare, political independence of
media, freedom of expression. As responsive citizens voted for those
agenda, almost twice as many candidates from liberal—progressive side

were elected than previous election.

Especially, promotion of economic/social/cultural rights were
emphasized during the election campaign. Although CONSTITUTION
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA Article 34 said "All citizens shall be
entitled to a life worthy of human beings", the meaning of
economic/social/cultural rights in Korea remains vague. Korean
government have merely pretended to support it, rather than actively

protect and promote it.

However, given Lee administration's "Business friendly" policy(in reality
pro—Chabol policy) led to deepening social economic polarization, and
given "4—river restoration" plan without forming any social consensus
generating adverse effect, voices began to rise that the state should be

responsible for protecting citizens' economic/social/cultural rights.

Thus, my main campaign pledge as 19th general election candidate
was expansion of economic/social/cultural rights through universal
welfare and fair economy. And ever since I was elected, I endeavored
to do my duty. Bills that I proposed to the National Assembly
include: Childcare Allowance Bill, Enhanced Basic Old—age Allowance

Bill, Income Tax Law revision Bill, Financial Consumer Protection Bill.



However, I found out that blind spots that could not disappear

through legislative activity still existed.

Among them was Korean state—run company's Human—rights violation
abroad. The Korea Mint took over a cotton company in Uzbekistan.
But as it is widely well—known, cotton companies in Uzbekistan are
notorious for child labor. The Korea Mint's company was not an
exception. As a member of Strategy and Finance Committee member
which has authority to control the Korea Mint I brought up this issue
in the last inspection of the administration, calling on suspension of
business in Uzbekistan. I also hosted an open forum to find solution

of Uzbekistani child labor, and I keep monitoring this issue.

Another blind spot which can hardly be lit through legislative activity
was the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights issue. The Optional Protocol
took effect as international law on 5 May 2013. Though Korean
government ratified the ICESCR, it did not ratify the Optional
Protocol asserting that if ratified, state policy and law can be judged
in international organization, and that it would cost too much. But
civil organizations and myself have urged the government to ratify the
Optional Protocol, holding an open forum and press conference in the
National Assembly. I am considering introducing Resolution to push

the ratification.

Additionally, I would like to point out human rights in terms of
election. I think it is important that we should try to guarantee
human rights through the election process itself. For instance, in the
last presidential election many people requested extension of the
polling hours. I think extended polling hours can enhance right to

vote. Also in order to represent minority and neglected class of



people, proportional representation system and electorate system

should be reformed.

Currently political reform became major agenda in Korea. To meet
the demands of the times, I will devote to my role in reforming
election system reform as well as n promoting

economic/social/cultural rights.

First year of my term has just passed. I think to myself that despite
my humble performance so far, I would like continue to make small

changes through joint effort with fellow lawmakers and civil society.



