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“At that point, the committee is expected to use its judgment about who will make
the best lawyers. But that is of course open to the judgment of the individual.

At Boalt, unlike other schools (I think), that decision is made by individual faculty

on the appointments committee.  Each professor on the committee reviews a
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certain number of applications and makes the decision on how many offers to
make. Those decisions are not reviewed by the others, so the individual professor

effectively has the last say for that group of candidates.’)
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Each faculty member uses different criteria.  Some use socioeconomic or racial
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diversity.  Personally, when I choose, I use signs of academic excellent beyond
GPA & LSAT, such as thesis topics, research, intellectual interests, summer & job
experience, and extracurriculars. Since we cannot predict with certainty who will
be excellent members of the bar, I look for who will excel in the scholarly aspect
of the law, which I think will translate into success more often than any other

criteria’8)
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