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The Korean Peninsula is experiencing an important transition in the midst of the great turbulence of war and anti-war, tensions and peace. The situation calls for sensible strategies and the wisdom of the civil society in countering the tensions between the US and North Korea over the North Korean nuclear issue, the problems of the South Korean-US military alliance, and the dispatch of troops to Iraq. Faced with such conditions, PSPD intends to carry out the following objectives in efforts to create a new model in the peace and disarmament movement.   

The activities of the Center for Peace and Disarmament would be undertaken in three major directions: 

Criticizing Policy & Proposing Countermeasures Related to Peace on the Korean Peninsula & East Asia 

The most pressing issue is the US-North Korea tension surrounding the North Korea nuclear program and the subsequent crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Critical analysis of government policies on this issue will be made and efforts will be made to propose a citizens’ peace plan. In the long run, the cease-fire structure, which causes a systematic occurrence of a crisis on the Korean peninsula, must be abandoned and a movement for the settlement of a structure of peace must be launched. This movement cannot but join hands with the movement for the restructuring of the South Korean-US military alliance. Measures will be put forward to counter the issues that emphasize a non-rational alliance instead of an alliance protecting the safety and survival of the people on the Korean Peninsula. Furthermore, common citizen actions will be undertaken to counter US hegemony and the problem of US troops. 

Monitoring Military Policy
The peace and disarmament movement is basically the realization of disarmament and change from security-oriented to non-security-oriented strategies. Unless state security or military security focusing on deterrence and exclusion be abandoned, the Cold War structure cannot be overcome and peace settled on the Korean Peninsula. To replace military security ideology with a peace ideology, the Defense White Paper must be countered with the regular publication of the Citizens' Peace White Paper. The Center for Peace and Disarmament intends to expand civilian watch over the spheres of defense and security which has been a  `sacred ground'. Issues will be raised regarding bad policy decisions and exaggerated security ideology related to increases in defense spending, the introduction of weapons and on arms increases with demands that the relevant information to be released to the public. Also, all possible steps on defense policy that can be enforced would be considered and measures to be proposed. 

Civilian education & Solidarity for International Peace
The peace movement equals solidarity. However, in the South Korean civil society movements, the discourse on peace and the peace movement have not become systematic and do not have a basis. The short experience and weakness in the peace movement are barriers in making the issues of the Korean Peninsula to become major issues in the international community. Accordingly, participation in the international peace movement and strategies and actions for the solidarity networking in urgently needed for `globalization' of issues of the Korean Peninsula. 

The Center for Peace and Disarmament aims to create a network of the peace movements inside and outside South Korea and to concentrate on the realization of anti-war, peace and international solidarity. Ties with the civilian movements of the US and Japan will be strengthened in a global solidarity network for East Asian peace, and this will be further expanded with ties of solidarity with other Asian and European solidarity networks. The Center for Peace and Disarmament also intends to concentrate on the development and dissemination of a peace paradigm to be based on the peace leadership of the South Korean civil society. Peace education will be opened to activists and researchers in efforts to overcome the root of peace issues and military security-centered security ideology and a new peace movement will be pursued to accomplish these goals. This education must be expanded into a movement for civilian education on peace issues. The development of peace education materials will be another important sphere of activity.
