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Thank you, Mr. President. This is a joint statement of MINBYUN-Lawyers for a Democratic Society, Korean Progressive Network (JINBONET) and People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD).
Mr. Frank La Rue, we deeply appreciate your official visit to the Republic of Korea and your report (A/HRC/17/27/Add.2) which reflects three years of tireless efforts made by Korean human rights and civil society groups. In particular, we highlight the following recommendations you put forward in the report: defamation must be decriminalized; right to freedom of assembly must not be subjected to de facto authorization; regulation of online content must not be left up to private entities without due process; regulatory bodies of online content must be independent; the exercise by public servants of their right to freedom of expression must be protected; undemocratic practices such as banning of books considered “seditious” must be abolished; freedom of the media must not be compromised; and the independence of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea must be guaranteed.

Mr. La Rue, while numerous examples of egregious violations of the right to freedom of expression exist in the Republic of Korea, we are of view that the most fundamental problem is the deliberate unwillingness on the part of the government to protect and promote human rights in general and the right to freedom of opinion and expression in particular. As you have rightly noted, the space for freedom of expression in the country has been drastically diminishing since the candlelight demonstrations in May 2008.  What is also regrettable is that many of the recommendations you made repeat those by Mr. Abid Hussain, the former Special Rapporteur, in his 1995 mission report after his visit to country, who also raised concerns regarding restrictions imposed on grounds of national security, administrative interference and the compromised independence of media. Meanwhile, the couple of positive developments you noted this morning are in fact illusory. For instance, the declaration that Article 47(1) of the Framework Act as unconstitutional is in danger of being frustrated because of three new bills currently before the National Assembly seeking to revive this provision in question.
Mr. La Rue, the delegation of the Republic of Korea, in response to the opening statement by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, emphasized last Monday before the Council that “the freedom of expression and peaceful assembly are core elements prerequisite for democracy”. We urge that this message of the government resonate strongly at home by taking genuine efforts and immediate steps to fully implement the Special Rapporteur’s recommendations. In this regard, we put on record our profound disappointment at the statement by the delegation this morning that the report is “lacking in comprehensive and balanced assessment” and “creates the misperception on the status of freedom of expression in Korea”.
Finally, Mr. La Rue, we sincerely look forward to your continued engagement with Korean human rights and civil society groups, particularly with regards to the status of implementation by the government of your recommendations. This afternoon, we will be hosting a parallel event which explains in detail the current situation regarding the violation of the right to freedom of expression in the Republic of Korea, with the Special Rapporteur in attendance. We extend an invitation to everyone at the Council to attend the event. Thank you, Mr. President.
